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Course Description
This studio reimagines the Bonnet Carré Spillway and other control structures along the
Mississippi River as a new national park. The spillway is a dystopian landscape, flanked
by chemical plants and refineries, that was engineered to control the river and reduce the
risk of catastrophic flooding. The Bonnet Carré National Park would memorialize and prob-
lematize the cultural legacy of these landscapes as infrastructure– asplantations, industrial
sites, and flood control systems. This studio will explore the site’s history as a landscape of
enslaved labor, the erasure of African American burial grounds, the adjacent refineries and
manufacturing, the infrastructure of flood control, the on-site economies, and the dynamic
hydrology, ecology, and geomorphology of the spillway. The design of the park should ad-
dress themes such as otherness, the control of nature, and the aesthetics of infrastructure.

Schedule
1-5 Research 6-10 Planning 11-15 Design

Software
Google Earth Pro | https://www.google.com/earth/versions
QGIS | https://www.qgis.org
ArcGIS Pro | https://www.esri.com
AutoCAD | https://www.autodesk.com/products/autocad
Rhinoceros | https://www.rhino3d.com
RhinoTerrain | http://www.rhinoterrain.com
Docofossor | https://www.food4rhino.com/en/app/docofossor
RhinoCAM | https://mecsoft.com/rhinocam-software/
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Projects
Research Study the cultural, economic, infrastructural, and environmental history of the
site. Deliverables include a 1900 x 927 px presentation and an ARCH D poster. Choose one
of the following topics to investigate in-depth:

Environmental

• Geomorphology

• Ecology

• Hydrology

Infrastructural

• Flood control

• Diversions

• Economy

Cultural

• History

• Cultural landscape

• Pop culture

Planning Develop a vision for the national park that addresses the environmental, infras-
tructural, and cultural legacy of the Bonnet Carré Spillway and other control structures on
the Mississippi River. Compile a GIS database, prepare a CAD drawing, draw an illustrative
masterplan, and build a physical model of the site. Deliverables include a CNC-machined
model, a 1900 x 927 px presentation, and ARCH D posters with research, maps, diagrams,
and a masterplan.

Design Design the landscape, architecture, and interpretation for the national park, fo-
cusing on the Bonnet Carré Spillway site. Deliverables include a project statement, a phys-
ical model, a 1900 x 927 px presentation, and ARCH D posters with research, maps, dia-
grams, a masterplan, a site plan, sections, perspectives, and details including signage.

Grading
Research: 30% Planning: 30% Design: 35% Portfolio: 5%

Resources
NOAA Digital Coast | https://coast.noaa.gov/dataviewer
OpenTopography | https://opentopography.org

https://coast.noaa.gov/dataviewer
https://opentopography.org
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Required Readings

USArmyCorpsof EngineersNewOrleansDistrict.Mississippi River FloodControl. Visitedon08/12/2023.
https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Mississippi-River-Flood-Control.

Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority. 2023 Coastal Master Plan. Tech. rep. 2023. Visited on
08/12/2023. https://coastal.la.gov/our-plan/2023-coastal-master-plan/.

Saucier, Roger Thomas. “Recent Geomorphic History of the Pontchartrain Basin, Louisiana.” The-
ses, Louisiana State University, 1968. https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_
disstheses/1418.

Recommended Readings

Geography of Robots. NORCO, 2022. Visited on 08/12/2023. https://store.steampowered.
com/app/1221250/NORCO.

McDowell, Robin. “Sacred Ground: Unearthing Buried History at the Bonnet Carré Spillway.” Anti-
gravity (May2019). Visitedon08/12/2023.https://antigravitymagazine.com/feature/
sacred-ground-unearthing-buried-history-at-the-bonnet-carre-spillway.

Bélanger, Pierre. Landscapeas Infrastructure: ABasePrimer. Routledge, 2016. isbn: 9781138643925.

Misrach, Richard, and Kate Orff. Petrochemical America. Aperture, 2014. isbn: 9781597112772.

US Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District. Bonnet Carré Spillway Historic Cemeteries, Feb.
2012. Visitedon08/12/2023.https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Mississippi-
River-Flood-Control/Bonnet-Carre-Spillway-Overview/Cultural-Environmental-
and-Natural-Values/Kenner-Kugler-Cemeteries.

— . Old River Control, Jan. 2009. Visited on 08/12/2023. https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/
Portals/56/docs/PAO/Brochures/OldRiverControlBrochure.pdf.

McPhee, John. “Atchafalaya.” The New Yorker (Feb. 15, 1987). Visited on 08/12/2023. https://
www.newyorker.com/magazine/1987/02/23/atchafalaya.

Policies
Time Commitment Expectations LSU’s general policy states that for each credit hour,
students should plan to spend at least two hours working on course related activities out-
side of class. Since this course is for six credit hours, you should expect to spend aminimum
of twelve hours outside of class eachweekworking onassignments for this course. Formore
information see: http://catalog.lsu.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=822.
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https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Mississippi-River-Flood-Control/Bonnet-Carre-Spillway-Overview/Cultural-Environmental-and-Natural-Values/Kenner-Kugler-Cemeteries
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https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Portals/56/docs/PAO/Brochures/OldRiverControlBrochure.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1987/02/23/atchafalaya
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http://catalog.lsu.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=822
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LSU student code of conduct The LSU student code of conduct explains student rights,
excused absences, and what is expected of student behavior. Students are expected to
understand this code: http://students.lsu.edu/saa/students/code.

Disability Code The University is committed to making reasonable efforts to assist indi-
viduals with disabilities in their efforts to avail themselves of services and programs offered
by the University. Louisiana State University will provide reasonable accommodations for
persons with documented qualifying disabilities. If you have a disability and feel you need
accommodations in this course, you must present a letter to me from Disability Services
indicating the existence of a disability and the suggested accommodations.

Academic Integrity According to section 10.1 of the LSU Code of Student Conduct, “A
student may be charged with Academic Misconduct” for a variety of offenses, including the
following: unauthorized copying, collusion, or collaboration; “falsifying” data or citations;
“assisting someone in the commission or attempted commission of an offense”; and pla-
giarism, which is defined in section 10.1.H as a “lack of appropriate citation, or the unac-
knowledged inclusion of someone else’s words, structure, ideas, or data; failure to identify
a source, or the submission of essentially the same work for two assignments without per-
mission of the instructor(s).”

Plagiarism and Citation Method Plagiarism is the “lack of appropriate citation, or the un-
acknowledged inclusion of someone else’s words, structure, ideas, or data; failure to iden-
tify a source, or the submission of essentially the same work for two assignments without
permission of the instructor(s)” (Sec. 10.1.H of the LSU Code of Student Conduct). As a
student at LSU, it is your responsibility to refrain from plagiarizing the academic property
of another and to use the appropriate citation method for all coursework. In this class, the
Chicago Style of author-date citation is recommended.

AccreditationExpectations AsanaccreditedprogramLSU’sRobert ReichSchool of Land-
scape Architecture must meet the accreditation requirements as stated by the Landscape
Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) to ensure that the school is meeting the expec-
tations of the field. The LAAB requires programs to provide digital copies of student work
as part of this process. Students in this course will be expected to comply with the follow-
ing requirements as 5% of their course grade: (1) Students must provide a course portfolio
with work samples specified by the instructor before the end of the grading period. (2) Each
student’s course portfolio must be saved as a single, high resolution PDF file with multiple
pages. (3) Filesmust follow the naming convention established by the school: department-
coursenumber-semesteryear-username.pdf. Example: LA7051-F2023-baharmon.pdf.

http://students.lsu.edu/saa/students/code
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